Advanced gastric carcinoma simulating early gastric carcinoma.
Eighty-six cases of advanced gastric carcinoma simulating early gastric carcinoma were studied clinicopathologically. Cytophotometric DNA analysis was also performed in 33 cases. Most of these particular carcinomas were of the depressed type on gross inspection. Histologically, the tumors were of diffuse type in 60%. The rate of the carcinomas restricted to within the muscularis propria was 48% and high in comparison with those in conventional advanced gastric carcinomas. There were four main growth patterns: small invasion type (Type A, 43 cases), ulcer-connected type (Type B, 19 cases), vessel permeation type (Type C, six cases), and diffusely infiltrative type (Type D, 13 cases). There was a relationship between growth patterns, lymph node metastasis, and prognosis: Types A and B had a small percentage of lymph node metastasis and a good prognosis, whereas Types C and D a high percentage and a poor prognosis. DNA analysis revealed that two thirds of the examined cases showed a low ploidy pattern. The DNA ploidy patterns were concerned with the tumor growth pattern: high-ploidy cases were rarely seen in Types A and B yet were frequent in Types C and D. The 5-year survival rate was 73%, but results were poor in cases of tumors with blood vessel permeation, in those with lymph node metastasis, in those with the Type D or C growth patterns, and in those with high DNA ploidy pattern. Since these carcinomas can be understaged endoscopically and by gross examination, a precise study of the surgically excised tissues will aid in making an accurate prognosis.